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KUCHING: The 'This Is My
Home' programme to encourage
all welfare homes under the
Welfare Department to care for
the environment, was officially
launched yesterday.
Wife of the Head of State, Toh
Puan Datuk Patinggi Norkiah,
had the honour to declare open
the programme by planting a
sapling at the compound of the
Mile 12 Children's Home.
Minister ,of Welfare, Women
and Family Development Datuk
Fatimah Abdullah was also
present.
She spoke about the importance
of all sectors to work as partners
to make welfare institutions
better place for the children to
live in.
"This is one of the government's
initiatives to make our country
clean, green and beautiful. Every
institution plays important role
in protecting our environment,"
she said.
The programme, Fatimah
added, would also be carried out
in all the nine welfare institutions
in Sarawak.
"I want to emphasise that
quality matters in the service we
provide and as such, a conducive
environment is extremely
important for the children's
growing up years," she said.
"We want the children to feel
a sense of belonging and pride.
We want children in this home
to spend their foundation years
meaningfully. One that they will
look back and remember," she
added.
Fatimah said this programme
also served as a platform to instill
'green' values and habits among
the children and help them grow
into responsible citizens with
greater awareness on environment
and health.
Sixty­three children from
different social backgrounds live
in the home.
Earlier on, Fatimah
accompanied Norkiah and
entourage on a brief tour of the
Home,
Fatimah also thanked members
of the Visiting Committee and
partners for their tremendous
contributions to bring change to
the home, making it even livelier
than before.
The visit also saw the
presentation of plaque to the new
partners — Padawan Municipal
Council, Agriculture Department,
Treinekens, Unimas, Universiti
Utara Malaysia (UUM), Weida
(M) Bhd and Magnum.
The Visiting Committee also
gave away incentives to children
who excelled in their studies while
Norkiah presented headscarves to
some of the children.
Also present during the visit
were PMC chairman Lo Khere
Chiang and former state secretary
Tan Sri Datuk Amar Bujang Nor.
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GO GREEN: Norkiah waters a tree sapling during the launch ofThis Is My Home'programme. Fatimah looks on at second right. ­ Photo
by Chimon
Headline Welfare Dept's This Is My Home programme launched
MediaTitle Borneo Post (Kuching)
Date 06 Mar 2013 Language English
Circulation 88,150 Readership 166,173
Section Home Color Full Color
Page No 10 ArticleSize 498 cm²
AdValue RM 5,735 PR Value RM 17,205
